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The theme of German ingratitude for British good offices was
expounded both by the Foreign Secretary of the day and by one of
his predecessors in office who was entitled to speak with equal
authority.
This country [said Sir John Simon in a debate on disarmament on the
7th November, 1933] has led the way in restoring Germany to her
position as an equal partner, and in removing the discriminations which
pressed upon her. Let the House remember that it was we, this country,
which took the chief part in making Germany a member of the League of
Nations and a permanent member of the Council—positions which she
is now spurning. It was we who pressed for and secured the withdrawal
of the army of occupation from the Rhineland. The history of Repara-
tions, from the Dawes Plan to Lausanne, furnishes another illustration.
In an earlier debate, on the 5th July, the same point had been
made, with a stronger touch of personal feeling, by Sir Austen
Chamberlain.
For four or five very busy and responsible years, I worked my hardest,
and, as I thought at the time, not without some measure of success, to
bring Germany back as an equal into the comity of nations, to end the
bickering and pin-pricking which she had no doubt suffered ever since
the War, to put our relations on a friendly and even a confidential foot-
ing, and to go forward with old friends and new friends to build a better
future for our country and the World. I see all those hopes, if not
destroyed, adjourned, delayed, postponed, by this new spirit which is
prevailing in Germany. It is not only the internal aspect, it is not only
the internal events in which the new spirit finds expression. Locarno
stood, for a time at any rate, as a symbol of peace and reconciliation, but
in the new Germany the name of Stresemann has no respect, Locarno is
a word of abuse.
No less strong was the language of a member of the Labour Party,
Mi*. Attlee, who opened for the Opposition a debate on foreign affairs
on the 13th April.
I think this House and this country ought to say that we will not
countenance for a moment the yielding to Hitler and force what was
denied to Stresemann and reason.
And in the course of the same debate Sir Austen Chamberlain adopted
the same position.
What is this new spirit of German Nationalism ? The worst of the All-
Prussian Imperialism, with an added savagery, a racial pride, an ex-
clusiveness which cannot allow to any fellow-subject not of 'pure Nordic
birth' equality of rights and citizenship within the nation to which he
belongs. Are you going to discuss revision with a Government like that ?
Are you going to discuss with such a Government the Polish Corridor ?
The Polish Corridor is inhabited by Poles; do you dare to put another
Pole under the heel of such a Government ?

